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You’re the First “Muzungu” to Ever Come . . . 
 

“Thank you for coming. First Pastor’s 
Conference Ever.” 

 
In a remote region of southeastern Rwanda, I was invited 
to teach a 2-day pastor’s conference in February with 125 
pastors and leaders in attendance. It was an amazing time. 
The pastors said this was very historical as it was their first 
pastors’ conference and they had never had a “muzungu” 
(white man) willing to come and conduct one.  
 
On the second day when we arrived at the church, we found everyone standing outside the building. The pastor of 

the church was instructed by his superior not to unlock 
the doors and allow us to continue with the conference. 
He was very disappointed, but someone suggested we 
move the conference to the forest next to the church 
property. We moved all the chairs and sound system to 
the forest and I taught outdoors for the whole day. It 
was definitely a first, but it was a beautiful day and 
wonderful to meet in God’s sanctuary. It was better than 
being indoors! 
 

During the conference, I walked through the book of Nehemiah sharing a number of leadership principles from 
the Bible. The pastors commented on how the material changed their 
thinking in many ways. Due to a great misunderstanding in Africa of 
the Gospel, my last session dealt with “What is the Gospel?” At the 
conclusion, I gave an invitation and 21 of the 122 in attendance prayed 
to receive Jesus as their Savior. Yes, these were pastors and church 
leaders who never understood the true Gospel! All the pastors 
expressed great appreciation for the teaching and many realized they 
have not been teaching and preaching the true Gospel.  
 
Here are a few of the comments from the pastors: 
 

• “The material presented changed our thinking on many things.” 

• “Your teaching was great; you are a great teacher. God bless you.” 

• “We greatly appreciate your kindness to us. All the topics were very helpful to us. We are ready to change.” 

• “Thank you for teaching us the true Gospel. We realize we have not been teaching the true Gospel.” 

• “Please come back and do another conference so others will teach the true Gospel and understand good 
leadership. Also come and do a festival.” 

 
This was the third pastor’s conference I’ve conducted in Rwanda in the past year. The Lord is opening more doors to 
teach pastor’s conferences and three additional invitations have been received. Thank you for your prayers and 
financial support to make these conferences possible. 
 
 

Conference Kitchen 



 

Thousands of Churches Closed in Rwanda! 
 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You for helping keep three churches open. 
 

Since the end of February, thousands of churches have been closed throughout Rwanda.  There are various 
reasons for the closures due to numerous building code requirements which have suddenly been enacted. This 

has resulted in the churches being given a very short period of time to 
comply with the new code requirements. There are several other 
reasons for closures including: churches that rent a building not 
approved as a church; churches that meet in a tent; and churches with 
pastors who have no theological training. 
 
However, my heart is filled to overflowing with gratitude for the 
response of churches and individuals who provided financial support to 
keep three churches open in Rwanda. The goal was $9,000 and funds 

received or pledged total $9,200 as of March 13! These funds 
have been wired to get the work done and we pray it will be 
completed by the government’s deadline at the end of March. We 
praise the Lord these churches can remain open! 
 
Contributions received above the goal will go to help the many 
other churches in great need.  
 
More churches will most likely be closed soon if they aren’t able 
to secure the funds to make the improvements. Our hearts are 
greatly saddened by this development. 

 
Churches will be reopened once the regulations are met. 
 
I know of ten church plants which have been closed because they rent 
a building. The recent decisions by the government will essentially 
end any church planting efforts in the country. Since the people in 
these small villages are very poor, they have no hope of purchasing 
land and constructing a building when a church is being planted. 
These church plants will most likely never be reopened without help, 
so please pray for them!  

 
The Gitarama AIC 
Church which we just 
provided funds the end 
of January to install their concrete floor, is now closed due to a 
number of additional building code requirements. This church has 
been under construction and was nearing completion, but now the 
government has placed more requirements on them along with a 
heavy financial burden. Right now, the Believers are not able to 
provide the funds needed to meet the government requirements. 
 

 
Those churches that can remain open due to your donations, please know the pastors and Believers in these 
Rwandan villages will be forever grateful!         
 
Please pray for these pastors and believers as they struggle with the new unexpected challenges. Pray the Church 
in Rwanda will become stronger through this adversity. Whenever governments suppress the Church, it seems 
the Church grows numerically and spiritually. We pray this will be the case in Rwanda.  
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Kiramuruzi Church 

Gatsibo Church 
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Ntoma African Hill Nursery and Primary School 
 

Mama Naomi Home with the Lord 
Mama Naomi, the founder of the Ntoma African 

Hill School, joined her Savior in heaven January 

26 after a short illness. She was a remarkable 

woman of faith and compassion; full of life; an 

intercessory prayer warrior who stormed the 

gates of heaven to plead for the souls and needs 

of her people. Her heart was filled with so much compassion for all people, but 

particularly orphans and children. Every waking moment was spent trying to see 

how to improve the lives of the orphans and children. Mama is greatly missed by 

many particularly the children. Please pray for everyone as they grieve. 

 

Thanks to Wildwood Baptist Church, two new classrooms were completed 

just in time for the start of the new school year in January. The enrollment 

stands at 175 students, the highest in the history of the school. The school 

currently provides Nursery 1–3 and Primary 1 and 2. The hope is to add 

grades Primary 3-6, but additional classrooms are needed.  

 

 

 

New Bakery moves towards completion 
The new bakery is progressing as funds 

become available. Once completed, the bakery 

will provide baked goods for the children 

attending the school and also baked goods for 

purchase at local markets to provide income 

for the school. The bakery will also hire and 

train high school students the trade of baking.

 Needed for completion of construction, equipment 

and baking ingredients: $15,900 

 Individual equipment needs: 

 2 – commercial mixers - $2,400 each 

 40 – metal trays & 630 – baking tins - $500 

  4 – Tables - $235 

  1 – Slicing machine - $600 

      5 – bicycles for deliveries - $100 each 

1 – motorbike for deliveries - $1,175 
 

Christmas Gifts for the Kids in Rwanda - Thank You! 
We’re grateful for all those who gave generously at Christmas to 
provide desks, chairs and tables for the kids at the Ntoma 
School, plus additional furniture for the teachers and school 
office. In February, I was thrilled to be able to deliver $4,000 to 
the school for the following:  
80 - Primary desks 96 - Nursery Chairs 15 - Nursery Tables 
5 - Tables and Chairs for the Teachers Cabinets & furniture for the School Office 
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Primary desks 

Nursery chair 
& table 

Needed: 7 additional classrooms - $7,000 each for a total of $49,000! 
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 Thank You 24/7 Homeschool Coop 
 
It was great to share about Africa to all the 24/7 Homeschool Coop students in 
Washington, Illinois in January. After I spoke, Elizabeth, an eighth grader, 
asked how she and the other students could help the kids in Ntoma. She asked 
if school supplies, clothes and money would be helpful. My answer was 
“Absolutely, yes!”  
 
In February they collected school supplies; then clothing in March and money 
in April. The photo shows some of the school supplies and clothing donated to 
help the kids in Ntoma. What a blessing to see kids loving and caring for kids 
on the other side of the globe. Praise the Lord! 
 
 

 
Running water now available at the Ntoma School!  
And, more water filters . . . 
 
Due to a generous gift, we were able to 
install water lines up the mountain to the 
Ntoma School. The government had 
recently installed a main water line 
nearby. This is the first time running 
water has been available. No more trips 
for contaminated water from the river 
several kilometers away! 
 

Thanks also to the kids at Wildwood Baptist and Mercy Waters 
for an additional 20 water filters that were given to student’s 
families to purify the river water they drink. Each filter will purify 1.5 million gallons. 
 

Two Upcoming Festivals – Love Cote d’Ivoire Festival & Kampala for Jesus 
 
Currently I’m helping with the organization of two Festivals. One in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire scheduled for 
February, 2019 and the other in Kampala, Uganda being planned for the week of May 14-20, 2018. Please pray 
for all the preparations and the mobilization of the believers in these cities for a great harvest of souls. 
 

Personal Note:  
We are very grateful for all God is doing around the world, but particularly in Africa. We’re humbled to have a small 
part in the Kingdom work. I’ve shared several projects and ministry opportunities above needing funding. We’re 
trusting the Lord to provide the funds through partners like you to fulfill these opportunities God has provided.  
 
Gifts large or small, monthly or less frequent are gratefully received. We’re grateful for each one who supports our 
ministry with prayer and donations. For your convenience, secure online giving is available by going to our website – 
www.globalpartnershipministries.org. You can choose to give one-time, or set-up automatic giving through your bank 
account or credit card. Of course, checks sent by mail are always welcomed. 
 
Thank you for your prayers and partnership in the Gospel,  

Gary 

Gary Losey 
Global Partnership Ministries 

PO Box 4001, Bartonville, IL  61607   •   309-339-5255    
gary@globalpartnershipministries.org            www.globalpartnershipministries.org 
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