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This year has been packed full of travel and ministry! We’re so grateful for all God has done and how He has provided in 

so many ways. We are truly grateful for the wonderful team of donors and prayer warriors who have been faithfully 

partnering with us month after month. We could not do what we do without such a dedicated team. 

Some of our support team have had to cut back on their giving for various reasons this past year. If you are not a finan-

cial partner, would you prayerfully consider giving on a regular basis, or per-

haps give a special year-end gift? This will allow us to end the year strong as 

we enter 2014. Thank you for whatever  God leads you to do.  

For your convenience, secure online giving is available by going to our web-

site. You can give one time or set up automatic giving through your checking 

account or credit card. There are various options for your convenience. 

Burkina Faso—2014 

Next year our focus will be on the country of Burkina Faso in the western part 

of Africa.  My first visit will be December 12-16 to meet with key church lead-

ers and get a lay of the land. Only 4% of this country’s population are evangelical Christians.  
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How God worked... 

Love Ethiopia Festival was a nationwide evangelistic initiative covering seven of the largest cities in Ethiopia. More than 

335,000 people attended 175 events led by 17 partner evangelists. In total more 

than 12,000 people indicated they had made a decision for Christ! 

In early November at a prison in one of the partner cities, the prison commander 

pulled one of the team members aside. He wanted to know more about this Jesus 

they talked about to the prisoners during 

the service which had just concluded. The team member shared the truth of 

the Gospel and ten minutes later that prison commander bowed his head in 

prayer and surrendered his life to Jesus Christ. The prison commander had 

been a follower of Islam. 

On November 16, the first day of the festival in Addis Ababa, Andrew Palau 

preached the Gospel and extended an invitation to anyone who wanted to 

receive Jesus as their Savior. He 

asked them to come forward and 

someone would talk with them about their decision. After the counseling time 

we heard that six witch doctors from the Orthodox Church had all accepted 

Christ as their Savior! These men actually traveled 450 miles  for the purpose 

of casting spells on the festival and praying to Satan to disrupt the festival. The 

leader of the group was so gripped by the proclamation of the Gospel that he 

was the first to respond and the rest followed when the invitation was given. 

     ...continued on page 2  

Ways GPM has helped children and pastors in Rwanda and Burundi this past year: 

Chicken Project and Letter Writing Project in Rwanda 

The children who attended VBS in June at the Wildwood Baptist Church, 

East Moline, Illinois gave nearly $2400 to help purchase 100 chicks and 

build a chicken containment facility which will help 100 orphaned and 

needy children in  Ntoma, Rwanda. The construction is completed and the 

chicks are now being purchased. The chickens will provide income and 

nutrition from the eggs and eventually meat as the flock is expanded. 

These children also wrote letters to 100 children in Rwanda. And the 

Rwanda children have just sent letters back to the Wildwood kids. 

 

Bikes for pastors in Burundi 

Due to the generosity of our donors this past year, a total of 39 bicycles have 

been purchased and given to pastors in Burundi. These pastors have had no 

personal means of transportation until now. This is a great blessing to these 

pastors, their families and their churches.  

 

Construction completed on pas-

tor’s house in Rwanda 

Earlier this year GPM provided funds 

to help a pastor finish construction on his  family home which he began build-

ing five years ago.  Due to financial hardship the house stood empty and uncom-

pleted.  We’re grateful we were able to help provide the funds to help finish the 

house. 

Thank You for giving to help make these projects a reality! 



A few of the many challenges we faced... 

It seemed the challenges never ended. From morning to night everyday it was one thing after another. We knew we 

were fighting a spiritual battle, but God would be glorified in the end. 

Venue approval 

After months of trying to secure a festival venue, the gov-

ernment finally gave approval nine days before the set-up 

was to begin for the Love Ethiopia Festival. The venue was 

not on our list of choices but we had no choice and had to 

go with what the government had approved. The grounds 

were used to grow crops and graze cattle, goats, and don-

keys. Upon approval we immediately secured a civil engi-

neer to help us prepare the ground.  The middle part of the 

festival grounds was very wet and we had to hire the local 

farmers to divert 3 water sources to get the grounds dried out in 

time for the festival in less than two weeks. We had to purchase the 

farmers crops as they were going to be destroyed. A narrow road-

way had to be more than doubled in width and extended in addi-

tion to other major excavation. For 3 1/2 days the CAT D8R moved 

tons of earth to prepare the festival grounds.  

Set-up  of the stage and festival grounds began on schedule for 

which we praise the Lord. 

Terrorist Alert 

The government announced a high alert for a possible Al-Shabab 

terrorist attack ten days before and including the festival days in 

Addis Ababa. This was a great concern and resulted in a more ex-

tensive security plan. Nearly 500 security personnel were involved 

in the festival to help ensure as much safety as possible. Due to the 

potential for an attack the attendance suffered as people were warned not to gather in large groups. We praise the Lord 

for His protection and for no incident during the time we were there. 

Customs 

Ethiopia Customs was the most difficult country in which I have worked. The 

motorcycle, musical instruments, and cameras all had to be approved prior 

to arrival. Even with prior approvals, things were still very complicated. It 

took six long days of going from one office to another to finally get the mo-

torcycle out of customs and then it took three entire days to get it back out of 

the country. We are grateful the Lord provided everything at the right time. 

And He graciously put the right people in certain places at the right time. 

 

Thank you Bruce Ekhoff 

It was great to have Bruce Ekhoff from Peoria, Illinois as a part of the set-up crew at 

the festival grounds. I don’t know what we would have done without Bruce’s help. 

Thank you, Bruce, for a job well-done! Bruce is pictured here with musical artist and 

song-writer, Don Moen, who was one of the featured artists at the festival. 
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Alison and Sydney (mother/daughter) from Bethany Baptist in 

Peoria, were part of the 85-member mission team that ministered 

throughout Addis Ababa during the festival week. This team minis-

tered through eye glass clinics, orphan and street kid ministries, 

school assemblies, sport’s clinics, hospitals, and prisons.  

Alison and Sydney served at one of four eye glass clinics. God used 

them mightily as they helped people with their physical needs but 

more importantly, their spiritual needs. They saw numerous peo-

ple respond to the Gospel by praying to receive Jesus as their Sav-

ior. 

During the week Sydney had the opportunity to lead four of the people to faith in Jesus Christ who she helped at her eye 

glass station. These four said no one had ever asked them if they wanted to accept Him as their Savior. As Sydney spoke 

through a translator the Holy Spirit opened their spiritual eyes to see their need of a Savior and they invited Him into 

their hearts.  

One morning Alison felt the Lord leading her to sing the old spiritual 

song (Alison has a magnificent voice) “Give Me Jesus” at the eye clinic 

where she was serving. After she sang a man came to her station and 

said he was so moved by the Spirit that he wanted to accept Jesus as his 

Savior. 

A woman with HIV Aids and her three children (two of which also have 

HIV Aids) came to the eye clinic one day. She was full of fear but Alison 

explained to her how she could have peace with God. She prayed to ac-

cept Jesus and said she had peace like never before. 

Dinners for Women and 

Business/Civic Leaders 

attended by more than 

1400  people. 

18 - School Assemblies 

attended by 11,000 

students with more 

than 1,000 making a 

decision. 

My first 

camel 

ride! 

The BMX guys 

always wow the 

crowds with 

their stunts! 


